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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. "Functional descriptive material" consists of data structures and 
computer programs which impart functionality when employed as a computer component. This 
type of "descriptive material" is nonstatutory when claimed as descriptive material per se, 33 
F.3d at 1360, 31 USPQ2d at 1759. When functional descriptive material is recorded on some 
computer-readable medium, it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium 
and will be statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive 
material to be realized. Compare In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 1031, 1035 
(Fed. Cir. 1994) See MPEP §2106.01 for further information. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Japanese 
Patent Publication 2001-084705 A (Makoto et al.). The attached document is a machine 
translation of the original Japanese-language publication. For clarification, refer to U.S. Patent 
6,871,205 which relies on said publication. 

6. In regard to claim 1, Makoto et al. disclose a recording apparatus for recording motion 
image data onto a disc-like recording medium comprising: file generating means for forming the 
motion image data into a file according to a procedure relating to QuickTime file format 
(paragraph 13, file generating machine); and recording means for effecting recording as to the 
file generated by the file generating means (paragraph 1 7), to record data unit including 
reference information included in the file in a first recording area on the disc-like recording 
medium (paragraphs 33 and 58) and data unit including video data included in the file in a 
second recording area on the disc-like recording medium (paragraph 15). 

7. In regard to claim 2, Makoto et al. disclose an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the recording means records the data unit including the reference information (paragraph 34) in 
the first recording area capable of high speed access on the disc-like recording medium, and the 
data unit including the video data into the second recording area (paragraph 34) having a slower 
access speed than the first recording area. Makoto et al. suggest that the first recording area be 
implemented in the most-inner-circumference position (paragraph 58). In this configuration, the 
first recording area would be accessed more quickly than the second recording area as the optical 
pickup must move farther to access the second recording area. 

8. In regard to claim 3, Makoto et al. disclose an apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
the recording means is arranged so that the first recording area is disposed on an inner peripheral 
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portion of the disc-like recording medium while the second recording area is disposed on an 
outer peripheral portion of the disc-like recording medium (paragraph 58). 

9. In regard to claim 4, Makoto et al. disclose an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the recording means distinguishes between the first recording area and the second recording area 
by recording an area file for securing a recording area on the disc-like recording medium 
(paragraph 58). 

10. In regard to claim 5, Makoto et al. disclose an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the data unit including the reference information is "movie" file which is specified by QuickTime 
while the data unit including the video data is "media data" file which is specified by QuickTime 
(paragraphs 58 and 39). 

11. In regard to claim 6, Makoto et al. disclose an apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: imaging means for generating the motion image data by photographing operation 
(paragraph 9, image sensor), wherein the file generating means carries out forming of the motion 
image data generated by the imaging means into a file in parallel to the photographing operation 
(paragraph 12), and the recording means records the file generated by the file generating means 
on the disc-like recording medium (paragraph 14). 

12. In regard to claim 7, Makoto et al. disclose an apparatus according to claim 6, further 
comprising: compressing means for compressing the information amount of the motion image 
data picked up by the imaging means (paragraph 9, video encoder), wherein the file generating 
means forms the motion image data compressed by the compressing means into a file according 
to the procedure relating to the QuickTime file format (paragraph 12). 
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13. In regard to claim 8, Makoto et al. disclose an apparatus according to claim 6, further 
comprising: a memory for storing the data unit including the reference information (paragraph 

14, memory), wherein the file generating means carries out forming of the motion image data 
generated by the imaging means into a file in parallel to the photographing operation (paragraph 
12), outputs the data unit including the reference information included in the file to the memory 
which stores it, and outputs the data unit including the video data included in the file to the 
recording means (paragraph 14), and wherein the recording means records the data unit including 
the video data on the disc-like recording medium and after recording of the data unit including 
the video data ends, reads out the data unit including the reference information stored in the 
memory and records it on the disc-like recording medium (paragraph 17). 

14. In regard to claim 9, Makoto et al. disclose a recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording/reproducing motion image data onto a disc- like recording medium, comprising: file 
generating means for forming the motion image data into a file according to a procedure relating 
to QuickTime file format (paragraph 13, file generating machine); recording means for effecting 
recording as to the file generated by the file generating means (paragraph 17), to record data unit 
including reference information included in the file in a first recording area on the disc-like 
recording medium and data unit including video data included in the file in a second recording 
area on the disc-like recording medium (paragraphs 33 and 58); and reproducing means for 
reading out a file recorded on the disc-like recording medium by the recording means from the 
first recording area and the second recording area to reproduce the file (paragraph 20). 
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15. In regard to claims 10 and 11, Makoto et al. disclose a recording method for recording 
motion image data onto a disc-like recording medium as performed by the apparatus of claim 9. 
See above for reference. 

16. In regard to claims 12 and 13, Makoto et al. disclose a recording method for recording 
motion image data onto a disc-like recording medium executed by a computer as performed by 
the apparatus of claim 9. See above for reference. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared Beltowski whose telephone number is (571) 270-7120. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30 am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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